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le laissay aller. The assassin was then encouraged by
Councillor Assonleville, and by his own confessor, who
promised to remember him in his prayers. He reached
Delft; and taking the name of Fran9ois Guion, he
succeeded in winning the confidence of the Prince's
people by means of some seals which he had purloined
from Count Mansfeldt, and by a story of persecution for
the reformed religion of which he declared he was the
victim. Finally, as bearer of a despatch to the Prince
announcing the death of the Due d'Anjou, he was
introduced alone into the room where the Prince was
in bed. Having no weapon, he could no nothing. He
still hung about the Prinsenhof, professing fervent
devotion to the Calvinist faith, borrowed a Bible, and
begged for help by way of charity. Thereupon the
Prince ordered twelve crowns to be given him. "With
these he bought pistols from one of the men on guard.
This poor fellow who sold them hanged himself when
the deed was done.
On 10th July 1584 the Prince dined with his family
in the hall which is now hung with his portraits and
various relics. His wife, his sister, and three of his
daughters were there, and one or two persons were
admitted on business. William left the room and had
just reached the circular staircase when Balthazar, who
had posted himself in a dark corner, drew his pistol and
fired three balls right into the Prince's breast. It is
related that he just murmured the words: "My God,
have pity on my soul! My God, have pity on this poor
people !" He was caught as he fell by an attendant.
laid on a couch, commended his soul unto Jesus Christ
in a word whispered to his sister, and breathed his last.

